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OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


The  Board  of  foreign  Missions 

or  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 


1 56  Fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


November  8,  1905, 


Rev.  R.  aamill  Nassau,  D.  D. , 

Batanga,  Kama run,  West  Africa. 

Ivty  dear  Dr.  Nassau: 

Absence  from  the  city  on  Synodical  work  has  prevent- 
ed my  answering  your  long  letter  of  August  18th.  ^ There  are  only  one 
or  two  things  in  the  letter  thai;  I think  need  an  answer. 

First  - In  the  matter  of  the  ofier  which  I made  to  pay  a part  of 
the  expenses  of  erecting  a new  chapel  at  Waterfall.  The  facts  in  the 
case  so  far  as  I am  concerned  are  these.  I spoke  in  that  chapel.  It 
was  indeed,  as  you  say,  a tumbledown  building.  1 spoke  to  the  breth- 
ren about  it.  They  said  they  had  about  half  the  money  necessary  for 
a new  building,  Sir.  Menkel  said  it  would  cost  $1^0  to  put  up  a suitable 
building  and  that  they  had  some  $60.00.  I called  Mr.  Adams  and  in  tfee 
presence  of  Mr.  Menkel  said,  "When  these  brethren  have  raised  $30.00 
more  - that  is  half  of  the  balance  needed  - I will  give  the  remainder 
and  you  can  draw  on  me  for  that  amount.  Consider  this  binding.'  V/hen 
the  money  is  in  hand  and  the  property  committee  of!  the  mission,  or  who- 
ever has  the  authority  to  order  the  work  done,  have  acted,  you  can  call 
upon  me  for  that  amount."  Later  two  of  the  men  from  Waterfall  called 
and  wanted  the  money.  I,  of  course,  refused  to  giie  it  to  them.  Then 
they  wanted  to  know  what  assurance  they  had  that  they  would  get  the 
money.  I told  them  that  I had  instructed  Mr.  Adame  to  furnish  the  bal- 
ance when  their  money  was  in  hand  and  the  committee  appointed  by  the 

I 

mission  had  authorized  the  erection  of  the  building.  This  is  absolute- 

I 

ly  all  I had  to  do  with  it.  By  what  leger  demain  any  quarrel  can  be 

1 

made  out  of  the  transaction  passes  my  comprehension.  I thinkthe  real 
trouble  is  that  the  people  of  Waterfall  want  the  money  I agreed  to  give 


2 


but  without  keeping  their  part  of  the  agreement.  Mr.  Adams  is  a fair 
man.  He  has  my  instructions, Whenever  the  proper  authorities  are  sa- 
tisfied that  the  parties  of  the  second  part  ^ave  fulfilled  their  agree- 
ment he  will  furnish  the  balance  needed.  I cannot  understand  why  there 
should  be  any  quarrel  or  disagreement  over  a matter  so  small  and  one 
which  grew  out  of  a generous  instinct  to  provide  the  people  of  Waterfall 
with  a suitable  place  of  worship.  But  if  there  is  to  be  any  diffi- 
culty of  any  kind  whatsoever  just  withdraw  my  offer.  l am  sure  what 
I want  in  the  West  Africa  Mission  is  peace,  even  if  the  people  at 
Waterfall  have  to  continue  to  worship  in  a tumbledown  building. 

Now  as  to  the.  other  matters  in  your  letter.  After  careful,  pr^-  - 
erlul  abd  long  continued  meditations  on  the  facti  in  your  case  I re- 
commended to  the  Boa^rd  that  your  resignation  should  be  accepted.  I dis- 
tinctly stated,  however,  that  your  resignation  wajs  not  a voluntary 
act  in  the  sense  of  being  prompted  by  you,  that  it  was  out  of  courtesy 
to  me  that  you  offered  the  resignation,  and  that  it  should  be  consid- 
ered purely  from  that  point  of  view.  The  Board  during  ny  absence  at 
Synod  took  action  ard  refused  to  accept  your  resignation.  I am  loyal 
to  the  Board.  V/hen  I cannot  be  I will  leave  its  service.  I have  abso- 
lutely nothing  more  to  say  on  the  subject.  I think  I presented  your 
case  with  absolute  fairness  to  the  Board.  If  I erred  it  was  on  the 
side  of  putting  the  emphasis  on  the  good  qualitieii  of  your  wor^^,  j 

certainly  did  not  erphasize  either  the  charges  or 

may  have  detected  It  your  life  work  in  Africa.  Ill  does  not  seem  to 
me  that  I should  racpen  the  case.  She  Board  has  ]n  its  possession  a 
full  statement  of  .a'-l  I care  to  say  on  the  subject.  i printed  your 
letters  in  full.  I have  turned  over  to  Dr.  Brown  |all  your  subsequent 
letters.  It  seems  |to  me  it  now  belongs  to  the  Secretary  for  ^frica 
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CABLE  address; 
"inculcate,*'  new  YORK 
Forcicn  Missions  Code 
A.  B.  C.  Coos,  4th  Edition 

OFFtCE  OF  SECRETARY 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 
1 56  Fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


Madison  square  branch 
P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


January  6,  1906. 


Rev.  R.  H.  Nassau,  0.  D.  , 

batan^a,  Kamerun,  V/est  Africa, 
dear  Dr.  Nassau; 

Yours  of  December  7th  I have  read.  I do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  do  into  detail  in  answering  your  statements.  1 ara 
quite  aware  of  your  position  in  this  v/hole  matter,  you  ought  to  be 
aware  of  mine.  If  by  ^y  possible  twist  of  my  conscience  i could  have 
rocomraended  to  the  Board  .any  other  action  than  I did  reconm  nd,  I should 
have  done  so,  I,y  own[  judgment  after  leaving  Africa,  after  meditating 
vi'eeks  on  all  I had  seen  and  heard,  was  that  the  action  of  the  mission, 
taken  at  my  request,  in  your  case  was  the  wisest  action,  I have  seen 

yi 

nothing  since  my  reti  rn  to  change  this  view,  and  l^st  of  all  the  letters 


which  have  come  from 
Take  the  single 
otJriar  - relating  to 
call  that  in  Mission 


1 


'OU  . 


iase  you  refer  to  - and  onecai^e  i s as  good  as  an- 
ie  calling  of  the  meeting  at  Eatanga.  You  will  re- 

Iifeeting  you  were  asked  direct'ly  by  two  brethren 
t advisable  to  liold  a regular.iy  ecclesiastically 
, You  gave  no  answer  save  that  itwould  be  expen- 
t I would  bear  all  the  expens^,  I took  you  aside 
■!nd  asked  you  again  the  questioij,  stating  my  willing- 


in  a separate  room 
ness  even  to  remain 
be  cleared  away,  I , 
1 had  seen  and  heard 


over  if  necessary,  in  order  that  the  difficulty  might 
r'ogarded  it  as  vital.  I must  :*eport  to  the  Board  wlifet 
You  told  me  that  in  your  ju^Jgment  it  was  not  wise 
to  call  such  a meetlLg.  The  result  would  be  just  the  same.  This  is  what 
I have  in  my  note  bock  taken  down  in  your  presence  in  one  of  the  little 

ante-tooms  of  the  school  house  at  ^errirto. 


If  ever  a man  tried  to  to  the  bottom  of  a question  l did  in  re- 
gard to  the  trouble  in  the  Eatanga  church.  >Iot  merely  did  I read  all 


the  letters  the  people  sent  and  listen  to  every  one  who  came  to  me,  but 
I publicly  announced  that  I was  v/illing  to  hear  anything  to  be  said  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question.  Though  I remained  in  Batanga  many  days 
after  the  Mission  Me^jting  but  one  person  called  to  express  an  opinion 
contrary  to  that  contained  in  the  letters  and  contrary  to  that  which 
1 heard  in  the  meeting.  The  one  or  two  letters  that  I received  came 
too  late  to  warrant  me  in  believing  that  they  expressed  the  real  sen- 
timent of  the  viriterfj. 

But  it  is  not  ntfcessary  to  go  into  detail.  I,  simply  state  that  no 
fair-minded  man  could  have  been  in  Batanga  and  mingled  with  the  Ba- 
tanga people  and  not,  see  that  they  were  opposed  to  the  present  mission- 
ary force  saving  yourself,  Kow  such  a sta' e of  aff 
going  on  for  months  ind  you  asthe  real  leader  of  t 

of  it,  seems  to  me  almost  beyond  belief.  But  it  i 
enlarge  upon  the  raatter. 

V.Taat  I wrote  y(j 


rdrs  could  have  been 
le  church  not  know 
3 not  necessary  to 


u before  I repeat.  V.Tien  the  Epard  made  its  decis- 
ion I kept  . silence and  that  silence  has  only  been|  broken  in  the  let- 
ters which  I have  written  you,  I arn  not  blind  to | the  good  work  you 
have  cone,  to  the  good  work  you  could  do,  but  I d' i.  not  believe  that 

I 

with  your  present  a1  ^dtude  toward  all  the  questio is  involved,  it  is 
either  wise  or  prudent  for  the  Board  to  keep  you  in  Africa.  If  the 
Board  decides  otheff'dse  no  word  shall  ever  escape  my  lips  regarding  .^he 

i 

matter.  I have  conecientiously  gone  over  your  case.  I have  seen  thus 

i 

far  no  reason  to  chbnge  my  opinion.  Certainly  the  facts  educed  in  your 
last  epistle  confirms  me  in  the  stand  I have  taken,  i say  this  without 
any  tinge  of  unkindness  either  in  word  or  thought,  i wish  you  and  yours 
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First  Presbyterian  Church. 
Germantown.  Pa. 


Dr.  R 


C/o  Black,  Moore  and  Co., 
^f8?,The  iilbany, 
Old  nail 


St. , 


Liverpool, 

Hjn^iand. 
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Foreign  Missions  Code 
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OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 
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-^rd,  19C6. 

1 

" 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Erdman,  D.E., 

233  Harvey  Street,  Germantown,  Fa. 

My  dear  Dr.  Erdman 

Perhaps  I ought  to  write  that  the  meeting  of  the  Board  June 
4th  will  he  the  Annual  Meeting  v/hich  will  of  necessity  have  a heavy 
docket,  and  as  we  cannot  hold  the  Board  after  five  o’clock,  it  would 
hardly  he  practicable  for  Dr,  Nassau  to  make  any  lengthy  statement. 

I could  of  course  introduce  him  and  it  would  doubtless  be  possible  to 

I 

hear  him  five  or  ten  minutes,  but  if  he  desired  a conference,  it  w'ould 
be  better  to  arrange  for  a meeting  of  the  Africa  Committee*  1 am  sure 
that  all  the  members  of  the  Board  would  be  very  glad  to  see  him  and 

i 

that  they  will  cheerfully  give  him  all  the  timt  that  the  exigencies 
of  the  Annual  Meeting  permit. 

Sincerely  yours, 


233  Harvey  St.,  cermantown,  May  10th, 1906- 

Dr.  R.H. Nassau, 

C-o  Black,  Moore  and  Co., 

?^82  The  Albany, 

Old  Hall  St.,  Liverpool,  ang. 

My  dear  Dr.  Nassau: - 

The  enclosed  letter  has  just  been  received  from  Secretary  Brown. 
If  you  think  it  would  be  well,  we  could  arrange  for  a meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Africa,  in  addition  to  the  meeting  of  the  Board  which  is  to  be  held  on  June  4th.  I 
fear  that  I shall  not  be  able  to  be  oresent  on  June  4th,  because  I have  been  asked  to 
perforin  a wedding  ceremony  on  that  same  date.  I have  written  to  Mr,  Hamill,  and  he 
hopes  for  the  oleasure  of  being  present  at  the  meeting.  Vie  shall  all  be  most  happy 
to  welcome  you  again  in  the  home  land. 

If  you  have  an  opportunity  to  send  a reply,  I shall  v^ish  to  know  on  what 

steamer  you  are  to  cross  the  Atlantic. 

Yours  very  cordially, 


Snclosure. 


233  Harvey  St.,  Germantown,  May  1st,  1906. 


Dr.  6. H. Nassau, 

Liiverpool,  England. 

Dear  Dr.  Nassau: - 

Since  receiving  your  letter,  it  has  given  me  great  pleasure  to  write 
to  the  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  reference  to  your  meeting  the 
Board  on  your  return  from  Africa,  Dr.  Brown  writes  me  to-day,  that  the  Board  will 
be  mocit  happy  to  meet  you  at  the  regular  semi-monthly  meeting  on  June  4th.  I judge 
from  your  letter  that  you  will  be  able  to  reach  Nev/  York  in  time  for  that  meeting. 

If  however  you  are  delayed,  Dr.  Brown  suggs'sts  that  he  v/ill  be  very  happy  to  call  to- 
gether the  Board* s Committee  on  Africa  to  meet  you  at  any  subsequent  date  you  may  men- 
tion. 

Yours  very  cordially, 
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CABLE  ADDRESS 
••  INCULCATE.”  NEW  YORK 
FOREIGN  Missions  Code 
A.  B.  C.  Code.  Ath  Edition 

OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


The  board  of  foreign  missions 

or  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 

1B6  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


MADISON  Square  Branch 
P.  O.  BOX  NO-  2 


IjTur.e  9thjp  19G6, 


The  Rev.  Robert  H,  Nassau,  D.D., 

i{ 

175  Nassau  Gt . , "rinceton,  }j.J. 

My  dear  Dr,  Hassau:- 

The  Committee  on  Africa  and  the  Ex<icutive  Council  v;ill  be 
glad  to  meet  you  ir  the  Board  Hoorn  Tuesday  morn:|nD;,  June  19th,  at  half 

past  nine  o'clock.  It  is  difficult  to  arrange  ^ meeting  at  this  season 

!; 

of  the  year  v/hen  so  many  are  away,  and  that  is  the  only  time  that  it  will 
be  possible  to  secure  a meeting.  '.Ve  trust  that'j|this  will  agree  with  your 
convenience.  ;; 

The  Coirmittee  authorizes  me  to  say  that  as  you  desire  the 

[ 

presence  cf  the  Rev,  Dr.  Charles  Srdnan  and  Mr.  Hugh  Hamil , they  will 
be  most  welcome. 

Cordially  yours. 


me- 


i (m 


m KETimtiiNT"  FHOlii  Tim  WB3f  /it^RTOA  MI33I0f*- 

oOo 

After  I had  resigned  in  February,  I9O9,*  and,  iu  fa  ho  Gpriuj  uf 
had  returned  to  America,  I waited  for  the  Board  to  act  on  ray  res- 
ignation.' For^that  resignation  had  not  been  entirely  voluntary  on  my 
part*’  It  had  been  suggested  by  Secretary  Halsey  while  on  his  insoeotion 
visit  to  Africa  in  190p;  and^ I received  .at  that  time, the  impression  from 

A f f / 

his  own  words  that,  even  if  the  Mission  should  accept  my  resignation,  it 
would  not  be  final;  that  he  would  refer  it  to  the  Board;  and  that  it 
"would  be  all  right.'" 

Just  what  he  meant  by  those  words,  I cannot  assert,  but  their 
impression  on  me  was  that  he  would  see  to  it  that  the  Board  would  decline 
to  accept  it.  So,  on  my  return  to  the  United  States,  I believed  that 
I was  only  on  a furlough;  and  that^when  again  in  good  health,  I should 

■V 

inite  word  from  the  Board,  until,  in  I was  astonished  on  being 

informed  that  there  was  a printed  pamphlet  (for  the  use  of  the  Board) 
containing  Dr.'  Halsey's  Reoort  of  his  visit  to  the  Mission  in  the  Fall 
of  1904;  his  inspection;  a record  of  his  and  ray  two  letters  as  to  his 
three  charges  against  me;  and  the  conditions  and  incidents  connected  with 
the  Mission  Meeting  at  Batanga  Beach  in  February,  190%  I was  given  a 
copy  of  that  pamohlet^ 

Much  in  this  was  not  new  to  me,  I had  gone  through  it  all 
during  those  three  months  in  Africa.'  But  I was  amazed  that  Secretary 


be  sent  back  to  my  work  in  Africa,' 

Months  oassed  during  the  ^gummor  of  1906,  and  I^received  no  def- 

A .A 


Halsey,  instead  of  recommending  to  the  Board  to  reject  my  resignation 
(as  I had  fully  trusted  he  would  do)  strongly  advised  their  acceptance 
of  it,  and  gave^in  that  pamphlet^as  his  reasons  for  so  doing,  some  eigh- 
teen statements,  almost  all  of  which  were  new  to  me;  none  of  them  had 
he  stated  to  me  for  explanation  or  denial;  and  all  of  them  were  either 
misunderstandings  or  misrepresentations;  and  some  of  them  entirely  untrue 
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RETURN  AFTER  FIVE  DAYS  TO 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
166  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK. 


1 


Rev.  Robert  H.  Nassau,  T).  R.  , 

BAYARD  LANR, 

PRINCBTON, 


N.  J 


CABLE  address: 

■ INCULCATE."  NEW  YORK 
FoREiCN  Missions  Cooe 
A B C.  Code.  4th  Edition 

Office  of  secretary 

June  S5th.,  1906* 

Rev.  R.  11  Nassau,  D.  D., 

Bayard  Lane,  Princeton,  N.  J. 

liy  dear  Dr.  Nassau: 

Your  letter  of  June  23rd.  v/lth  the  memoranda  giving 
the  substance  of  yoitr  remarks  before  the  Board,  etc.  received.  I v;ill 
have  the  memoranda  copied,  and  a copy  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  your  case.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
the  only  logical  method  of  procedure.  It  gives  time  for  consideration 
and  comparison. 

I have  nothing  to  add  to  my  statement  as  printed.  I simply 
wanted  to  disabuse  yovx  mind  the  other  day  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
v;crd  "Quibble”.  I wanted  it  clearly  understood  that  I had  not  found 
you  at  any  time  making  any  masstatement . Apart  from  that  I did  not 
care  to  add  anything  to  my  statement  as  it  stands.  It  seems  to  me  it 
is  nov/  for  the  Board  to  settle  the  case  without  anything  more  being  said 
at  least  by  myself. 


Cordially  yours. 


THE  Board  or  foreign  missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  a.  Madison  square  brj 

p.  O.  Box  No.  2 

1 56  Fifth  Avenue 
NEW  YORK 
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Mission, 


Moreover,  I ask  yoa  to  direct  me  to  return  to  my  work  in  and 


for  Africa  as  soon  as  the  purposes  of  my  present  furlough  shall  have  been 
accomplished.' 

Why,  then,  did  I resign?  As  Secretary  Halsey's  Report  properly 
states,  it  was  not  really  voluntary. 

Why  did  I make  no  protest  at  the  time,  and  apparently  assented 
to  all  that  was  done  by  him  in  Africa? 

Dr.  Halsey  is  one  of  five  men  whom  I loved  as  I love  no  others 
in  the  United  States.'  In  my  perfect  love  there  was  no  fear.  So  utter 

was  my  regard,  that  I would  yield  any  preferences  at  the  wish  of  either 
of  them,  and  would  subordinate  ray  own  judgment,  even  though  what  they 
were  doing  seemed  unjust  or  severe,'  I accorded  Dr.  Halsey  a trust 
similar  to  my  trust  in  Sod,  whose  ways  are  sometimes  dark,  and  yet  in 
whose  Love  and  Justice  I have  perfect  faith  that  He  will  bring  out  the  end 
in  Righteousness.  What  seemed  to  me  and  my  sister  §o  unjust  and  unwise 
in  Africa,  I had  a faith  that  my  friend  would  rectify  in  New  York. 


As  I shall  animadvert  on  his  Report  presented  to  you  a year  ago 


(May,  1939),  I wish  most  distinctly  to  say  that  I do  not  in  any  way 
impugn  his  intentions  or  solemn  truth,  the  while  that  I have  to  point 
out  statements  that  are  very  many  of  them  inaccurate,  and  some  of  them 
untrue. 


Firstly:  This  is  a court,  I am  an  accused,  I wish  you  to  bar 


out  all  the  testimony  against  me  collected  in  that  Report,  Excepting 
two  minor  statements,  all  that  testimony  had  already  been  made  the  basis 
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of  a Complaint  against  me  by  the  Mission  two  years  ago.  On  that  Com- 

J 

plaint  you  delayed  my  return  to  Africa  while^was  being  investigated. 

That  Complaint  was  denounced  by  the  late  venerable  Rev.  Dr.  Booth  as 
"unchristian".  And  a lawyer,  a business  man  of  wide  experience,  Elder 
in  a prominent  church  and  Director  in  Princeton  Theological  Seminary, 

Mr.  Hugh  Hamill,  denounced  it  as  a libel,  and  advised  me  to  resist  it  before 
the  Poreign  Missionary  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly,  For  that 
purposeyl  went  to  Buffalo  in  May,  1904,  with  the  documents  prepared. 

But  I am  for  peace.  I do  not  like  fighting.  I refrained.  And  you 

did  me  the  justice  to  dismiss  that  Complaint,  and  sent  me  back  to  Africa 
with  your  blessing. 

Civil  Law  does  not  put  an  accused's  life  in  jeopardy  twice  on  the 
same  charge.  All  the  incidents  referred  to  in  that  Complaint  occurred 
(if  at  all)  before  1904,  and  as  far  back  as  1900.  You  having  dismissed 
that  Complaint  in  1904,  I object  to  the  same  testimony  being  brought  now 
into  court. 

Secondly;  I object  to  the  manner  in  which  the  testimony  in  the 
Report  was  collected.  I do  not  object  that  it  was  gathered  from  any  and 
all  sources,  however  disreputable.  Secretary  Halsey  went  direct  to  Libre- 
ville in  November,  1904,  without  coming  ashore  at  Batanga  Beach;  and  spent 
one  month  in  the  Gaboon,  Corisco,  and  Benita  districts.  I do  not  know 
from  whom  or  where,  but  he  gathered  a variety  of  complaints,  insinuations, 
and  misrepresentations  against  me. 

He  arrived  at  Batanga  Beach  on  a Friday  afternoon  late  in  December, 
On  the  S&bnnday  he  held  a meeting  of  Batanga  Station;  investigated  Ur. 


0 
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Menkel;  and  announced  to  me  also  that  he  wished  to  investigate  me.  I was 
ready  at  any  time  or  place.  I was  not  summoned.  On  the  Sabbath^ we  went 
to  church.  On  the  Monday^there  were  consultations;  and  on  the  Tuesday^ 
Secretary  Halsey  went  into  the  Interior,  leaving  for  me  a letter  of  an 


amazing  variety  of  misrepresentations  that  had  been  gathered  in  the  thirty 
days  previous, 

While  he  was  in  the  Interior,  I wrote  my  answer  to  that  letter, 
and  handed  it  to  him  when  he  returned  to  the  coast  a month  later.  He 
immediately  gave  me  another  letter  of  statements  even  more  false  than  the 
first,  which  he  had  gathered  in  the  Interior,  I do  not  know  from  whom. 

Some  of  them  evidently  from  persons  who  had  never  met  me  for  even  a half 
hour.  To  that  letter  I wrote  also  a reply.  (All  these  four  letters 
are  printed  in  the  Report.) 

Secretary  Halsey  would  not  tell  me  the  names  of  his  informants, 

I could  have  proved  personal  bias  against  some  of  them.  They  had  never 
made  any  such  statements  to  my  face.  Hidden  behind  the  Secretary,  they 
dared  what  they  had  not  the  courage,  justice,  fraternity  or  Christianity 
to  say  openly  to  me. 

In  my  two  letters,  I grouped  their  statements  under  three  heads: 

1,  My  relations  to  the  natives,  with  insinuations  against  my  moral 
character.  2,  Opposition  to  Policy  of  Native  Self-Help.  3«  Unf rateruity, 
I denied  1 and  2;  admitted  3,  with  a justification.  Though  Secretary 
Halsey  had  carried  these  things  in  his  mind  for  two  months  before  giving 
me  full  opportunity  to  deny  or  explain  them  all,  so  that  he  himself  wrote 


/ (o  S'y- 


- 6 - 


I 


me  that  they  had  made  "an  indelible  impression"  on  him,  he  had  the  justice 
to  acquit  me  on  charge  1.  As  to  2,  my  explanation  that  I was  sincerely 
in  agreement  with  the  Self-help  Policy,  but  had  opposed  its  harsh  adminis- 
tration,  was  not  accepted.  I was  condemned,  though  I was  the  first  to 
begin  that  policy  twenty-five  years  ago,  when  I induced  the  Mission  to 
require  our  native  books  to  be  bought,  not  given. 

Secretary  Halsey  would  not  name  ray  accusers,  nor  allow  me  to  con- 
front them.  He  alone  was  accuser,  witness,  jury,  and  judge,  For  this 
reason  I ask  you  to  reject  all  that  testimony. 

As  to  3,  I admitted  it,-  but^  I thought  that  if  I was  to  be  blamed, 
something  should  have  been  said  or  done  about  the  far  worse  unfraternal 
acts  done  to  me  by  my  fellow-missionaries.  True,  their  wrong  did  not 
make  right  my  wrong.  And,  if  I was  wrong,  I atoned  for  it;  should  have 
been  forgiven,  and  nothing  should  have  been  said  of  it.  You  have  this 
in  the  Report, 

Thirdly:  You  should  not  accept  my  resignation,  because  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  offered.  When  I reached  Batanga  Beach 
in  the  Pall  of  1904,  I found  the  natives  blitter  toward  some  of  the  six 
missionaries  of  that  Station,  and  unfriendly  to  almost  the  entire  Mission. 
Because,  1,  six  years  before,  they  had  been  promised  a Girls'  Boarding 
School.  That  promise  has  not  been  fulfilled.  2.  Pour  years  before,  a 
school  of  Mechanics  had  been  oromised;  the  site  selected,  and  materials 
for  building  bought.  But  it  was  never  built,  and  the  school  itself  was 
taken  from  them  and  given  to  an  interior  tribe.  A broken  promise  that 
broke  their  trust  in  missionary  truth.  3.  They  were  indignant  at 


^ 7 - 


Dr.  Blunden;  had  no  confidence  in  Mr.  Hummel;  and  were  alienated  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Menkel  and  Mrs.  O^den.  Though  Mr.  Hummel  was  a painful  contrast 
with  Rev.  Mr.  Knauer,  whom  they  loved,  they  would  have  accepted  him  had 
he  not  unwisely  identified  himself  with  Dr.  Blunden's  harsh  doings.  Mrs. 
Ogden,  so  graceful  to  her  fellow-missionaries  as  a hostess,  and  making 
a pleasant  home  for  Messrs.  Blunden  and  Hummel,  alienated  the  people  by 
deriding  their  somewhat  grotesque  efforts  in  adopting  civilized  dress. 

That  some  young  men  became  "dudes"  is  true.  But  it  was  not  wise  or  kind 
for  her  to  hold  them  up  to  ridicule.  And  only  once  a month  did  she  do 
any  village  prayer-meeting  work. 

In  all  these  matters  I gave  the  people  sympathy.  Some  of  their 
complaints  were  true,  and  I believed  some  of  them  just.  And  Secretary 
Halsey  (in  a meeting  held  after  his  arrival)  admitted  to  them  that  some 
of  these  missionaries  were  wrong.  I counseled  the  natives  to  be  quiet 
and  await  the  rectification  by  authority,  with  which  (at  that  time)  I, 
and  others,  believed  Secretary  Halsey  was  clothed.' 

Two  months  later  he  came,  and  on  a Sabbath  afternoon,  two  days 
after  his  arrival  at  Batanga  Beach,  held  a public  meeting  in  the  Batanga 
churclKbuilding,  which  was  attended  by  the  entire  community,  and  where 
both  church-members  and  heathen  spoke.  I was  not  present,  but  Secretary 
Halsey  and  many  natives  afterward  told  me  all  that  occurred  in  that  meeting. 
Secretary  Halsey  sympathized  with  them;  told  them  they  should  write  and 
sign  their  complaints,  and  present  them  to  him  with  proofs;  and  promised 
he  would  rectify  what  was  wrong.'  They  rushed  into  the  door  he  thus  opened 
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and  besides  their  just  complaints,  made  many  which  were  foolish  and  unkind. 
Later^two  women  came  to  me  for  a note  introducing  them  to  Secretary  Halsey. 
They  wished  to  complain,  and  bring  proof  against  Dr.  Blunden.  I endorsed 
the  veracity  of  one  of  them.  They  went.  Secretary  Halsey  was  very 
busy.  He  summoned  Dr.  Blunden.  Dr.  Blunden  quibbled  that  he  did  not 
"strike",  only  "struck  at".  The  complainants  asked  that  the  Doctor's 
native  assistant,  who  had  seen  the  Doctor's  harshness,  be  summoned  to 
witness  with  them.  This  was  refused,  and  their  case  was  dismissed  as 
"trivial". 


Those  women  came  back  to  their  villages;  told  the  people  it  was 


of  no  use  to  complain  to  Dr,'  Halsey  against  any  missionary.  Their  case 
had  been  a test.  And  none  others  had  the  courage  to  go  and  present  their 
own  cases.  They  felt  themselves  abandoned.  And  the  Mission  broke  into 
a fury  of  rage  at  "niggers"  daring  to  complain  against  white  people.  In 
the  subsequent  Mission-Meetings  there  were  exhibitions  of  vindictiveness 
such  as  in  all  my  missionary  life  I had  never  seen  by  people  calling 
themselves  Christians,  "Destroy  Batanga! " "Wipe  out  Batangaf"  "Punish 
Batanga! " And  in  the  punishment,  I,  too,  was  to  be  punished  for  standing 
as  sympathizer  with  complaints  just,  or  apologist  for  complaints  unjust, 
of  those  over-grown  children,  the  African  natives.  Just  then  my  resigna- 
tion was  presented,-  It  gave  my  enemies  a splendid  chance  to  wreak  their 
wrath  on  me.  Secretary  Halsey,  instead  of  simply  announcing  that  he  had 
acquitted  me  on  charge  1,  and  condemned  me  on  charges  2 and  read  the 
whole  dreadful  series  of  his  and  my  four  letters.  He  thus  gave  life  to 
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all  the  insinuations,  misrepresentations,  and  falsehoods  that  had  been 
privately  made,  and  I was  pilloried  before  the  whole  Mission,  The  Mission 
knew  that  my  resignation  had  been  asked  for.  Its  acceptance  was  a fore- 
gone conclusion.  In  your  decision^please  take  account  of  that  wave  of 
indignation  against  me  as  defender  of  the  natives.  Almost  all  of  the 
above  appears  in  the  Report. 


It  had  been  agreed  between  Secretary  Halsey  and  myself  that^  after 


he  had  closed  his  statement  to  the  Mission'>Meeting,  I should  read  my  res- 
ignation. I did  so,  - 

— tiataiiga-^ — PeU*y.  21, — 
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His  sake,  Yftars 


amill  Nassatr 


I had  hoped  that  ny  enemies  would  be  touched  by  the  spirit  of  the 
words  of  my  resignation. 

(Page  51,  Report.)  — "Then,  amid  perfect  silence,  a secret  ballot 
was  taken.  This  resulted  in  I9  votes  being  cast  for  acceptance  of  the 
resignation.  The  oersonality  of  this  vote  is  interesting.  Of  the  four 
votes  in  Dr.  Nassau's  favor,  one  was  cast  by  Miss  Nassau;  she  signed  her 
ballot.  Two  others  were  cast  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Menkel.  This  information 
I obtained  from  Mr.  Menkel."  Mrs.  Dager  cast  the  fourth  ballot  (two 
others  did  not  vote;)  one  of  them  was  Mrs.  Weber.)  "After  the  ballot 
had  been  announced,  I then  offered  prayer,  and  Dr.  and  Miss  Nassau  with- 
drew from  the  meeting.  These  are  the  facts  of  the  case.  It  is  difficult 
to  convey  to  the  Board  the  impression  of  that  solemn  moment;  it  is  equally 
difficult  to  give  any  idea  of  the  amount  of  time  and  patience  involved 
in  the  evidence  which  led  uo  to  this  action."  (Dr.  Halsey's  reading 
of  all  those  false  charges  and  misrepresentations  in  the  two  letters  he 
had  collected  at  Gaboon  and  the  Interior  made  a great  impression  against 
me  in  that  Mission-^Meeting. ) "The  case  is  most  complex;  it  will  require 
careful  investigation  by  the  Board.  No  doubt  the  presence  of  an  official 
of  the  Board  and  the  tone  of  his  letters  influenced  some  votes."  (Sub- 


became my  friends.)  "But, both  Dr.  Nassau  and  I myself  were  surprised 
at  the  large  vote  against  him."  (His  reading  those  letters  caused  that.) 


11 


"We  had  agreed  that  if  only  a bare  majority  voted  to  acceot  his  resigna- 
tion, I would  at  once  ask  him  to  withdraw  it,  and  the  whole  case  would  be 


dismissed.  The  large  majority  against  him,  however,  rendered  this  impos 
sibi e,  " 


Fourthly:-  At  the  close  of  the  Report,  in  Secretary  Halsey*s 
recommendations  to  the  Board  concerning  me,  are  a series  of  statements 
not  before  made  to  me,  that  are  amazingly  inaccurate, 

1,  (Report,  page  32,)  "An  incident  occurred  early  in  the  day 
on  which  the  vote  was  taken  which  throws  some  light  on  the  character  of 
Dr,  Nassau,  and  on  the  situation  in  general.  Dr,  Nassau  called  upon  me 
at  an  early  hour.  His  face  was  radiant.-  He  held  in  his  hand  a letter 
just  received  from  Secretary  Brown,  He  said:  'Dr,  Brown  has  written  me 
a most  glowing  commendation  of  my  book  on  Fetishism,  I can  forgive  all 
the  past.  I never  had  such  a compliment  paid  to  me. ' At  that  moment 
Wrs.  Menkel  entered.  He  turned  and  said,  "May  I have  the  privilege  of 
dining  to-day  at  the  Menkels*  table?^  Mrs,  Menkel  was  so  surprised 
that  she  could  not  speak,  so  I came  to  her  rescue.  As  a matter  of  fact^ 

I had  labored  in  vain^not  many  days  before^ to  induce  Dr,  Nassau  to  do 
this  very  thing^ simply  as  a matter  of  Christian  courtesy.  He  stoutly 
refused.  The  wand  of  Dr,  Brown's  magic  word  accomplished  what  my  labored 
arguments  failed  to  produce.  This  incident  is  trivial;  it  is  of  no  account 
save  as  a revelation  of  character,  I could  give  a score  of  similar  inci- 
dents which  took  place  during  my  stay  in  Batanga  which  at  once  illustrate 
the  greatness  and  the  littleness  of  Dr,  Nassau's  character," 
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REPLY:  There  is  no  connection  between  Secretary  Brown's  commenda- 

tion of  my  book,  and  my  apology  to  Mrs.  Menkel,  Merely  a coincidence,' 

It  IS  true  that  Secretary  Halsey  had  tried  to  induce  me  to  recede  from  my 
position  that  I would  accent  no  favors  from  those  who  had  voted  for  that 
Complaint  against  me  in  1903*  I thought  that  it  was  their  duty  to  first 
make  acknowledgment  of  their  wrong-doing  to  me.  But,  it  is  true  also 
that  I overcame  myself  and  yield  to  my  friend,  Dr.  Halsey,  I made 
him  no  vain  promise;  but,  I decided  to  make  a graceful  demonstration  to 
Mrs,  Menkel,  when  first  I should  happen  to  meet  her  in  his  presence,  so 
that  he  should  himself  see  and  hear.  All  that  time  I was  under  the 
tremendous  strain  of  the  Mission's  assault  on  me,  (Mr.  Menkel,  under  a 
less  strain,  lost  his  reason.)  Just  then  came  Dr,  Brown's  words  of  praise, 
I value  the  commendation  of  my  fellows,  I hastened  to  my  friend,  Dr,  Hal- 
sey, to  share  it  with  him.  At  that  very  moment,  Mrs,  Menkel  passed. 

It  was  the  opportunity  for  which  I had  waited.  I humiliated  myself  to 

her  in  his  presence.  And  the  next  day,  voluntarily,  without  his  oresence, 

I did  the  same  to  Messrs.  Pord  and  Cunningham,  and  to  Mrs.  Ogden,  I think 
that  I atoned  for  any  discourtesy  I may  have  felt  toward  them.  Who  con- 
quers himself  is  greater  than  he  who  takes  a city.  I do  not  think  that 
that  affair  had  anything  to  do  with  either  "greatness"  or  "littleness". 

I had  thought  that  the  incident  was  closed, 

2,  (Report,  page  32.)  "His  treatment  of  me  as  the  official 

representative  of  the  Board  was  courtesy  itself.  His  letter  of  resignation 

is  a model  both  in  phraseology  and  sentiment.  He  is  a scholar,  a man  of 
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undoubted  ability,  and  learned  in  the  lore  of  Africa*  A student  of 
nature,  a lover  of  the  beautiful,  a close  observer^ and  a most  delightful 
host.  Yet  he  is  full  of  contradiction.  I saw  him  snub  a Catholic  priest 
in  a way  that  made  me  ashamed.  I was  standing  with  Dr.  Nassau  on  our 

Mission  property  at  Bongahele.  The  Catholic  father  passed  and  politely 

bowed.  Dr.  Nassau  turned  away,  I felt  compelled  to  return  the  polite 
salutation  of  this  brother.  The  father  called  on  me  the  next  da^  and  we 
spent  two  very  oleasant  hours  in  discussing  phases  of  Mission  work-in  which 
we  were  both  engaged  under  one  common  Lord  and  Master,  Our  Medical 
Missionaries  at  Batanga  serve  the  members  of  the  Catholic  Mission  without 
pay,  and  the  fathers  in  return  keep  well  supplied  the  table  of  the  Medical 
Missionaries  with  fruits  and  vegetables.  Why  Dr,  Nassau  is  thus  hostile 
against  this  father  I cannot  tell.  The  wife  of  one  of  the  traders  asked 
me  the  reason  why  this  one  of  our  missionaries  was  so  discourteous  while 
all  the  others  were  so  extremely  Christlike,  It  is  a strange  freak  in 
the  character  of  a great  man.  It  is  difficult  in  a few  sentences  to 
analyze  his  character.  I believe  he  is  honest.  I believe  he  is  pure, 

I believe  he  means  to  do  right,  but  my  faith  in  all  these  beliefs  is  sadly 
shaken  by  some  of  his  strange  actions," 


REPLY:-  That  day  Dr,  Halsey  was  my  guest,  and  we  were  sitting 


on  the  little  porch  that  faced  the  hedge  in  front  of  Evangeline  Cottage, 
outside  of  which  ran  the  public  path.  The  Homan  Catholic  Driest  oassed, 
and  bowed.  My  attitude  to  the  Secretary,  during  all  those  weeks,  had 
been  that  of  a private  to  the  General  of  an  army. 


When  a General  is 


I 
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snluted  by  a oassin^  comoany  of  soldiers,  the  aide  at  his  side  does  not 
join  the  General  in  his  resoonse  to  the  sal’ite,  because  it  was  not  made 
to  the  aide,  but  only  to  the  General,  So  I did  not  return  the  priest *3 
salute,  which  I considered  was  intended  only  for  Secretary  Halsey,'  But, 
it  is  true  also  that  whenever  I met  that  Driest  on  the  paths,  I always 
saluted  him;  meeting  him  in  the  trading-houses,  I always  talKed  with  him; 
and  I returned  the  Jesuitically  polite  call  of  his  Bishop.  But  I never 
company  of  one  who  was  an  enemy  of  our  Mission,  and  who  was 
trying  to  break  up  our  schools.  And  certainly  I would  not  call  him 
"brother".  He  places  a woman  in  ay  Master's  throne,  by  his  prayers  in 
Mariol atry. 

You  send  missionaries  to  his  Church's  adherents  in  the  Philippines 
and  South  America,'  Also^ I did  not  know  that  it  was  a fact  (shameful  if 
true)  that  while  our  needy  native  fel low-Christians  are  compelled  to  pay 
for  every  dose  of  medicine,  it  should  be  given  free  to  our  Roman  Catholic 
enemies,  who  always  have  ample  funds, 

3.  (Report,  top  of  page  33.)  "In  his  letter  given  above,  he 
states  that  he  did  not  visit  his  colored  friend  at  night,  after  Mr.  Scott 
Poster  and  the  African  Committee  had  admonished  him  that  his  conduct 
caused  offence;  yet,  when  I quietly  asked,  'Did  you  visit  her  in  the  day 
time?'  he  was  compelled  to  reply,  'Yes,  and  for  hours.'  I do  not  believe 
he  intended  to  deceive,  but  the  statement  as  it  stands  in  his  letter  con- 
veys such  an  impression," 

I visited  the  lady  frequently  by  day;  and  often  an  hour 


REPLY: - 
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at  a time.  I was  not  "compelled"  to  state  that  to  Dr.  Halsey,  There 
was  no  occasion  for  hesitation,  I had  nothin^  to  hide»  in  the  broad 
day  light.  (a)  I made  ^ oastoral  visits  to  that  sick  church-member,  as 
I did  to  other  members.  (b)  She  >^^a  leper.  As  a physician,  I was 
treating  her  with  large  doses  of  arsenic,  that  required  careful  observa- 
tion. (c)  She  was  the  best  educated  native  in  Lib^ville,  and  the  most 
intelligent  church-member.  From  her,  with  note  book  in  hand,  I had 
obtained  much  of  the  last  two  chapters  of  my  "Fetishism",  (d).  She  had 
been  the  devoted  governess  of  my  little  daughter,  the  only  woman  who  had 
aided  me  in  my  hour  of  need,  and  1 found  pleasure  in  talking  with  her 
about  my  child,  there  being  no  one  else  with  whom  to  talk  on  that  subject.' 
(e)  I thought  that  this  whole  reference  to  that  Christian  woman  was  an 
unchristian  hounding  of  her,  more  than  a year  after  her  death. 

4.  (Report,  page  33.)  "He  asserted  in  his  letter  that  King  Madola* 
disease  was  contracted  before  he  became  a Christian.  (He  has  been  a 
Christian  for  five  years.)  Three  of  our  Medical  Missionaries,  all  of 
whom  had  treated  Madola,  declare  this  was  impossible.  When  I stated  that 
the  native  assistant  in  charge  of  the  hospital  declared  that  Madola*s 
character  was  rotten,  Dr.  Nassau  shrugged  his  shoulders  and  replied, 
do  not  understand  how  this  could  be. ' In  other  words,  he  took  the  state- 
ment of  Madola  against  the  scientific  statement  of  three  officials,  and 
the  unasked  statement  of  a native  assistant,  who  had  opportunities  for 
knowing  the  facts. 


As  to  King  Madola*s  disease:  the  very  day  that  I 
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informed  of  it,  I called  a Session  meeting;  A quorum  of  the  seven  Elders 
could  not  be  obtained,  (So  it  is  not  recorded  on  the  Minutes,)  If 

Dr,  Blunden  or  Dr,  Weber  had  told  me,  (instead  of  telling  other  people) 
the  Pastorj  the  case  would  have  been  looked  after  earlier,  I knew  noth- 
ing except  Madola's  own  statemeiits  and  admissions,  I did  not  say  that 
I believed  his  statement. that  his  disease  dated  from  five  years  before. 

It  was  recent;  and,  at  my  private  inquiry,  he  said  that  he  contracted  it 

nri 

from  his  wife;  and  she  assel^ted  that  it  was  so,  (Not  all  cases  of  gon- 
orrhoea are  syphilitic.)  I quite  agree  that  Madola's  character  was 
"rotten".  But^no  Pastor  can  suspend  without  a regular  accusation,  and 
trial  before  Session^and  conviction  on  positive  proof,  I am  accountable 
to  Presbytery  for  my  Minute-book,  and  must  do  everything  legally. 


0,'  (Report,  page  33).  "On  the  question  of  the  troubles  in  the 


Batanga  church,  he  simply  quibbled.  I received  any  number  of  letters, 
presumably  from  church-jnembers,  making  complaints  against  the  Mission." 

REPLf:-  Is  it  quibbling  that,  while  I admitted  that  certain 
ElSSfegES  of  the  Batanga  church  were  active  in  complaining  against  the 
missionaries  of  Batanga  Station,  I insisted  that  it  was  not  Batanga  Church 
that  complained? 


6,  (Report,  page  35.)  "The  Christians  at  Batanga  requested  that 


I should  meet  them  in  the  church  on  a specified  date.  I consulted  Dr, 
Nassau,  and,  with  his  consent,  the  meeting  was  held.  On  the  floor  of 
the  Mission-Meeting  he  declared  that  the  meeting  was  not  a regularly  called 
meeting,’  This  was  technically  true,  although  the  meeting  was  held  at 
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the  request  of  the  members  of  the  church,  and  there  were  present  the 
Licentiate,  the  Elders,  the  Deacons  and  many  members,  the  acting  Pastor 
of  the  church  himself  (Dr*  Nassau)  giving  permission  for  the  gathering, 

I offered  to  go  to  the  expense  of  sending  messengers  to  inform  all  the 
members  of  the  church  that  another  meeting  was  to  be  held  on  a date  to  be 
agreed  upon.  Dr,  Nassau  was  asked  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  hold 
such  a meeting," 

REPLY:-  A^minority  of  my  340  Batanga  church  membership  had  met 
in  the  village,  unknown  to  me,  with  a larger  number  of  heathen,  in  a Town 
Meeting  of  the  Batanga  people.  Subsequently,  at  Dr,  Halsey's  request, 

I consented  that  another  T2wn-Meeting  should  be  held,  and  in  the  churcli 
building.  It  belongs  to  the  Batanga  Church,  not  to  the  Mission;  for^ it 
was  built  by  the  natives.  In  that  minority  were  present  some  Ruling 
Elders,  But^  no  legal  Church  ni22i:l2£>  i^equired  by 

the  Book,  with  knowledge  and  consent  and  action  of  the  Pastor  ani  Session^', 
was  ever  held  in  connection  with  those  Batanga  complaints. 

7e  (Report,  page  33.)  "He  gave  no  answer  in  the  Mission-Meeting. 
I was  forced  to  'take  him  aside  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  and  obtain  from 
him  a positive  statement  that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  call  another  meeting, 

REPLY;-  "He  gave  no  answer,"  Of  course  not.  The  Batanga  people 
had  given  themselves  away  by  making  unwise  additional  complaints,  for  which 
the  Secretary  himself  had  opened  the  door.  And  they  had  thus  only  ex- 
posed themselves  to  the  wrath  of  both  the  Mission  and  the  Secretary. 

I was  not  willing  to  have  them  exposed  again. 
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8r'  (Reoort,  cage  33.')  "A  few  days  before  I left  Batanga  he  in- 
formed me  he  was  investigating  the  whole  affair,  and  that  he  thought  a 
portion  of  one  of  the  letters  sent  to  me  was  a forgery,  I soeak  of  this 
as  showing  how  difficult  it  was  to  deal  with  him.  He  always  kept  within 
the  technieail requirements  of  the  law,  but  often,  it  seemed  to  me,  with  an 
utter  violation  of  its  spirit.  He  has  a hold  on  the  people;  they  love 
him,’  How  much  of  this  is  due  to  his  policy  of  always  favoring  their  side 
of  the  case,  I cannot  say.  In  the  charges  made  against  the  Station,  his 
was  the  only  name  that  escaped," 


REPLY:-  "A  forgery."  I subsequently  proved  that  that  Letter  of 


Complaint,  on  which  the  wrath  of  the  Mission  broke,  after  having  been 
written  and  sent  on  its  way  to  Dr.  Halsey,  was  allowed  by  the  native 
messenger,  before  he  delivered  it,  to  be  altered  by  a clique  of  some  ten 
young  men,  {1  have  both  letters,  the  original  and  the  altered.)  The 
original  speaks  kindly  of  Miss  Nassau.  So  it  is  not  true  that  my  name 
was  "the  only  one  that  escaped," 

9*'  (Report,  page  34.)  "My  reasons  for  asking  the  Board  to  accept 
the  resignation  of  Dr.’  Nassau  are,  first,  the  differences  in  policy  between 
Dr,  Nassau  and  the  majority  of  the  Mission.  This  is  undoubted,  his  defense 

falls  to  pieces  in  the  light  of  facts.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Batanga 
Station  he  insisted  on  asking  for  a larger  school  appropriation  than  could 
possibly  be  used,  When  Mr,  Hummel  protested  that  the  amount  asked  was 
too  large  and  could  not  be  used  without  detriment  to  the  school,  he  declared 
that  it  was  always  wise  to  ask  for  more  than  you  needed.  I believe  this 
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has  been  his  policy  for  years." 

REPLY:-  Mr,'  Hummel's  statement,  is  false.  I have  never  advocated 
the  plan  of  ^ettin^  an  appropriation  by  asking  for  more  than  was  expected 
or  than  could  be  used,  SqSS  have,  I did  indeed  ask  for  Batanga  a larger 
amount  than  Mr,  Hummel  proposed;  for^his  was  reducing  the  existing  number 
of  schools.  Some  one  orobably  said  (which  is  an  occasional  remark),  "0, 
well,  ask  the  Board  for  more;  they  will  cut  it  down  anyhow."  In  the  con- 
fusion of  voices  in  the  discussion,  Mr,  Hummel  may  have  thought  that  the 
voice  was  mine, 

10,  (Report,  page  54,)  "He  has  had  difficulties  with  every  Treas- 
urer of  the  Mission,  I believe  Dr,  Nassau  is  too  old  to  conform  to  the 
new  policy  adopted  by  the  Mission,  I state  this^bearing  in  mind  his 
defence  of  his  position  as  given  in  his  letter  of  February  1st,  190b." 

REPLY:-  "Difficulties  with  every  Treasurer  of  the  Mission," 
Amazingly  untrue!  With  whom?  Blunden?  Weber?  Adams?  Knauer?  Never! 
Sometimes  there  were  items  from  America,  from  Treasurer  Hand,  which  I did 
not  understand,  and  I asked  simply  for  information;  but  I never  disputed, 
Once^Dr,'  Blunden  had  made  some  new  rules,  of  which  I had  not  been  informed, 

and  the  account  I sent  in  did  not  conform  to  them;  and  he  sent  it  back  to 

be  put  in  order.  But  there  was  no  dispute,  Only^ when  Mr,  Pprd  was 

Treasurer^  almost  every  member  of  the  Mission  complained.  He  was  so  un- 

methodic  that  I and  others  have  waited  days  for  bills  that  should  have  been 
handed  us  in  ten  minutes.  He  could  not  lay  his  hands  on  them, 

11.  (Report,  page  34.)  "I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  his  strong 
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influence  with  the  natives  is  due  quite  as  much  to  his  yieldinfs  to  their 
demands  as  to  the  character  or  quality  of  the  work  he  has  done  for  them." 


REPLY:-  My  "strong  influence"  with  the  natives  was  not  because 


of  my  small  gifts  of  money.  They  were  very  small,  and  to  only  a few; 
mostly  in  return  for  their  gifts  to  me  of  food  or  curios.  The  explanation 
of  my  popularity  is  to  be  found  in  the  reception  I gave  visitors.  They 
were  welcomed,  given  a seat,  their  welfare  inquired  after,  with  a hearty 
chat  in  their  own  language,  . Some  of  the  new  set  of  missionaries  are 
brusque  to  therr  visitors,  do  not  offer  a seat,  do  not  know  the  language, 
and  often  their  harsh  welcome  is,  "What  do  you  want?"  "No!  I*m  busy." 

I never  (except  on  a mail^day)  tell  a native  "I  am  too  busy."  My  life  is 

theirs;  for  them  I went  to  Africa.  They  love  me  because  I reveal  a 

oersonal  interest  in  them.  I could  never  say,  as  one  of  those  young 
missionaries  said  to  a native  who  had  vexed  him,  "You  say  that  again,  and 
I'll  shoot  you!  You're  only  a monkey,  anyhow!" 

12.  (Report,  Page  34.)  "He  stoutly  opposed  the  action  of  the 
station  in  charging  for  medicine  furnished  to  the  Christian  people.  Once 
and  again  he  sent  a note  with  some  sick  native,  stating  that  the  bearer 
was  unable  to  pay  the  small  sum  asked  by  the  Medical  Missionary  for  medicine, 
yet  it  was  found  that  the  same  native  could  purchase  any  number  of  things 
desired,  such  as  tobacco  and  the  like.  Dr.  Nassau  represents  the  old  line 
of  policy.  He  is  not  to  be  blamed  for  holding  tenaciously  to  this  method 

of  work,  since  the  entire  Mission  was  for  years  in  accord  with  it.  Now^  a 

chatlge  has  come  in  this  Mission,  as  in  all  our  other  Missions,  He  does 
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not  recognize  this  change.  I believe  he  will  not.  I think  the  old 
policy  is  too  deeply  rooted  in  his  nature  to  be  abandoned." 

REPLY:-  It  is  untrue  that  I "stoutly  opposed"  payment  by  the  natives 
for  their  medicines.  Most  of  them  had  paid,  previous  to  Dr.  Johnston's 
coming.  But  he  announced  that  all  should  pay.  I begged  that  the  very 
poor  should  be  given,  as  is  done  in  dispensaries  in  New  York  City,  and  in 
all  foreign  missions.  He  conceded  that  he  would  give  to  any  who  brought 
from  me  a written  statement  that  they  were  helpless.'  To  only  two  persons 
did  I give  such  a note.  They  were  women.  They  went  to  him  in  borrowed 
dresses  for  the  occasion.  To  one  he  refused  on  the  ground  that  she  had 
"money  to  buy  dresses!" 

He  exacted  payment  again  and  again,  in  sums  of  ten  cents,  until,  finally, 

I had  spent  for  her  $1.25.  Probably  there  were  people  who  plead  poverty 
falsely;  but, it  is  untrue  that  among  them  was  that  "same  native,"  to  whose 
poverty  I had  certified, 

13.  (Report,  page  34.)  "His  differences  with  his  fellow  mission- 
aries, This  is  radical.  It  is  deep  seated.  It  is  not  based  on  any 
Christian  principle  that  I am  familiar  with.  His  attack  on  Dr,  R,  M, 
Johnston  is  a good  illustration.  All  the  other  physicians  of  the  Mission 
assured  me  that  Dr,'  Nassau  was  wrong  in  his  opinion  regarding  the  medical 
ability  of  Dr.  Johnston.  I know  Dr,  Johnston  very  slightly,  but  all  those 

with  whom  he  works  testify  to  his  diligence,  to  his  skill,  to  his  devotion. 
Dr.-  Nassau  seems  to  have  taken  a violent  dislike  to  Dr.'  Johnston  because  I 
believe  Dr,  Johnston  insisted  on  abolishing  the  "Dash*'  policy  in  the  Mission!' 
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REPLY:-  My  "dislike  for  Dr.'  Johnston".  Rev.  Mr,  Knauer,  in  §ood 
health,  had  ^one  to  America  without  permission  (unnecessarily,  as  I thought) 
with  his  wife.  I,  and  others,  under  similar  circumstances,  had  borne  sep- 
aration from  our. wives.  A question  of  endorsing  Mr.  K*s. going  (so  that 
the  Board  should  pay  his  expenses)  was  to  come  up  in  Station^Meeting. 

Mr.  Menkel  sounded  me  in  advance,  and  found  that  I would  vote  against  it. 

I had  to  vote  conscientiously  against  what  I thought  was  an  unnecessary 
spending  of  the  Board*s  money.  Dr.  Johnston  had  decided  for  himself  that 
Mr,  Knauer's  going  should  be  endorsed.  When  the  meeting  was  held,  he,  as 
Chairman,  utterly  refused,  against  all  parliamentary  law,  to  allow  me  to 
soeak,  and  the  recommendation  to  the  Board  was  gagged  through.  Then  I 
declined  to  attend  any  Station^Meeting  while  lie  continued  Chairman.  After 
several  months  he  resigned;  and  immediately  I voted  for  him  as  Secretary 
and  Mr,  Menkel  as  Chairman.  It  is  true  also  that  I joined  with  the  people 
in  their  horror  at  Dr.  Johnston's  attempting  to  hold,  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  up  for  a skeleton,  the  body  of  one  of  their  drowned  relatives  which 
he  found  on  the  Mission  beach.  It  is  false  that  my  differences  with  Dr, 
Johnston  had  anything  to  do  with  the  custom  of  nfaking  gifts  (mis-called 
"dashes")  to  natives.  All  the  world  over,  oeople  are  given  "tips". 

Dr,  fialsey  himself  gave  gifts,  in  return  for  native  kindness  or’favor,  on 
his  boat-journey  up  the  Gaboon  river. 


14.  (Report,  page  34.)  "Dr.  Nassau's  treatment  of  other  mission- 


aries was  of  the  same  order.  His  attack  on  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Adams  was  perfect- 
ly unjustified,  Mr.  Adams  is  a mild  mannered  man,  anxious  and  careful  to 
a fault,  but  as  keen  as  a hawk  in  defending  the  financial  interest  of  the 
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Board.  After  a most  careful  examination  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case  it 
seems  to  me  that  Dr.  Nassau's  treatment  of  both  Mr.-  and  Mrs,  Adams  hardly 
comes  within  the  limits  of  Christian  courtesy,  I could  multiply  these 
i 11 ustrations, ” 

REPLY:-  I made  UQ  "attack"  on  Mr,  Adams.  For  what  I did  do,  it 
was  not  "perfectly  unjustified".  He  (a  visitor  at  Baraka  in  1903)  had 
joined  with  the  occupants  of  Baraka  an  refusing  me  any  welcome,  when, 
against  their  wish,  I left  the  ^‘rench  Hospital  and  came  back  sick  to  the 
Station,  So,  at  Batanga  Beacli,  a year  later,  when  Mr,  Adams  returned  in 
health,  I gave  him  no  welcome,  I admit  that  that  was  not  right;  I should 
have  returned  good  for  his  evil.  But  my  discourtesy  in  act  (not  in  words) 
was  only  for  the  day,  and  ended  with  that  day,’  Dr.-  Halsey  did  ijQt.  get 
"all  the  facts  in  the  case."  I am  not  aware  that  I was  discourteous  to 
Mrs.  Adams.  If  I was,  I think  it  was  an  apology  when  in  a letter  to  her, 

I said  that  I would  "greet  her  with  silence",  i.e,,  that  I would  not  again 
refer  to  our  previous  difficulty,  meaning  that  it  should  not  be  spoken  of. 
She  never  acknowledged  my  explanation.  Excepting  that  day,  I had  ever  been 
cordial  with  them.  May  not  a single  failure  in  courtesy  be  condoned? 

15*  (Report,  cage  34.)  "MP,  Peter  Menkel  had  a long  and  earnest 
talk  with  me  regarding  Dr,  Nassau’s  treatment  of  him.  He  affirms  that 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  vote  above  mentioned  he  had  never  done 
anything  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  Dr,  Nassau^and  was  at  a loss  to  under- 
stand why  Dr,  Nassau  should  thus  treat  him," 

REPLY:-  I am  amazed  at  Mr,  Menkel ’s  speaking  of  m^  "treatment  of 
As^  in  an  attack  of  insanity,  a few  weeks  later,  lie  committed  suicide. 


/<^  7S~ 


him". 
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I think  that  he  must  have  been  out  of  his  mind  if  he  use^  those  words  to 
Dr.  Halsey.  Poor  man!  I will  not  write  against  the  dead  all  I might  say 
of  the  twenty  years  during  which  I was  a victim  of  his  passionate  outbursts 
of  temoer,  which  I openly  resented  but  three  or  four  times.  Amd  I was  not 
the  only  object  of  his  ill-temper.  He  was  the  Mission  carpenter,  employed 
to  build  the  dwelling-chouses  of  the  several  Stations.  But  the  other 
Stations  ceased  to  call  on  him;  their  wortaraen  would  not  submit  to  his  vio- 
lence. He  was  the  Captain  of  the  Mission  memorial  vessel,  "Mary  Nassau"; 

C o 

but  the  vessel  finally  lay  at  anOiih^r,  and  was  not  used,  and  was  sold;  for 
no  native  crew  was  willing  to  serve  under  him. 

He  had,  shortly  before  Dr.  Halsey's  coming,  told  me  candidly  the 
reasoju  for  his  attitude  toward  me.  "Dr.  Nassau,  you  are  of  gentle  birth. 

I am  not.'  We  are  different.  I think  that  you  look  down  on  me,"  It 
pained  me  exceedingly  that  he  mistook  my  gentlemanly  bearing  for  an  assump- 
tion  over  him.  That  is  not  in  me.  That,  I think,  is  the  solution  of  the 
disharmony  in  several  other  cases, 

16, ‘ (Report,  page  34.)  "Even  after  a careful  re-reading  of  Dr, 
Nassau's  defence^ I am  constrained  to  believe  that  his  position  is  untenable, 
that  he  is  unfair  to  those  who  differ  from  him,  that^ either  from  his  high 
sense  of  honor  or  the  sensitiveness  of  his  nature^ he  has  dealt  with  his 
fellow-workers  in  a way  that  is  not  conducive  to  harmony  in  the  Mission, 
or  to  that  sweet  spirit  of  the  Gospel  without  which  no  mission  work  can  be 
made  effective,  I talked  very  plainly  with  Dr,  Nassau  on  this  point. 

He  was  frank  in  his  dealing  with  me. 


I am  bound  to  state  that  I never 
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found  Dr.  Nassau  making  a single  false  statement.  In  every  case  I brought 
to  his  attention  he  admitted  the  truth  of  the  charge,  and  made  no  attempt 
at  dodging  the  issue.  He  insisted  that  his  way  was  in  accordance  with  the 
teaching  of  the  oospel,-  I trust  the  Board  will  read  carefully  both  his 
letters  herewith  given  in  order  that  his  point  of  view  may  be  fully  seen," 
RgPLY:-  This  reference  is  to  a conversation  about  forgiveness  of 
enemies,  I thought  that  my  libelers  should  ticst  "turn  to"  their  injured 
brother,  before  the  restoration  of  fraternal  relations.  Without  any 
desire  to  injurs  them,  or  do  them  any  wrong,  I still  think  so.  It  is  wfaat 
3od  requires  of  us  as  a condition  orecedent  to  forgiveness,  notwithstanding 
His  great  Love,  But  I yielded  to  the  Secretary,  and  voluntarily  entered 
on  friendly  social  relations  with  ray  enemies,  without  their  first  having 
"turned"  to  me,  (Luke  17: 4)^ and  at  the  very  while  that  they  were  secretly 
clotting  against  me, 

17.  (Report,  page  35.)  "I  do  not  believe  that  he  intentionally 
wishes  to  disregard  the  injunctions  of  the  Board  or  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  his  fellow  missionaries.  He  is  the  strangest  compound  of  scholarly 
ability,  Christian  courtesy,  refined  diplomacy,  and  absurd  punctiliousness 
in  regard  to  his  relations  with  others  that  I have  ever  met, 

"I  think  the  Board  needs  to  weigh  carefully  both  sides  of  this  ques- 
tion,' The  mission  is  not  free  from  blame,  Many  of  the  younger  mission- 
aries fail  to  remember  the  long  and  honored  services  of  Dr,  Nassau.  Young 
missionaries  fresh  from  college^.with  no  experience  of  the  work,  insist  on 
putting  conditions  on  a veteran  which  he  feels  an  infringement  of  his  person- 
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al  rights.  The  case  is  not  all  on  one  side;  and^vfhile  I believe  that  the 
position  of  the  Mission  is  correct,  I think  the  Board  should  endeavor  to 
see  both  sides  of  this  perplexing  question  before  coming  to  a decision, 

"His  dealings  with  the  natives,  I clear  him  of  all  taint  of  immor- 
ality,* but  he  is  indiscreet.  He  answers, to  a certain  degree  of  satis- 
f action^every  charge  I make,  I have  no  doubt^ if  I should  bring  forward 
the  other  cases  told  by  the  missionaries^he  could  clear  these  away.  The 
fact  remains,  however,  that  his  conduct  has  caused  offence.  It  is  useless 
to  deny  this,  even  while  admitting  his  purity  of  thought  and  motive,  his 
great  love  for  the  African,  his  keen  insight  into  the  oossibility  of  his 
develooment,  his  true  conceotion  of  the  souls  of  black  folk,  and  his 
undoubted  love  for  one  of  the  most  oppressed  and  despised  races  of  mankind. 

He  has  by  long  years  of  service  evinced  his  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the 

>> 

Africans,  His  recent  book  on  Fetishism  is  a classic  on  the  entire  subject. 
He  has  studied  the  African  at  first  hand;  he  probably  knows  more  about 
their  customs,  their  manner  of  life,  and  the  peculiar  and  intricate  work- 
ings of  the  African  mind  than  any  other  missionary  in  the  world.  It  seems 
almost  a pity  that  the  missionary  in  Africa  who  is  a maker  of  books,  a 
lover  of  the  African,  and  a man  looked  up  to  by  all  the  other  missionaries 
along  the  Coast,  should  be  compelled  to  resign  after  forty  years’  service. 


"My  judgment,  however,  is,  that  his  resignation  be  allowed  to  stand. 


My  heart  rebels  against  this.  Dr,  Nassau  began  his  work  in  Africa  in  1861, 
His  name  is  known  in  all  the  churches.  He  is  the  leading  spirit  of  the 
Corisco  Presbytery,  nearly  all  the  native  members  of  which  are  his  spiritual 
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children.  He  has  a gentle  heartland  many  hours  in  Africa  were  made  bright 
and  pleasant  for  Mrs.  Halsey  and  myself  by  his  kind  and  thoughtful  atten- 
tions. We  must  also  consider  the  case  of  his  sister.  She  is  now  seventy- 
five  years  of  age.  All  the  physicians  urge  her  to  go  home.  She  refuses. 
Her  life  is  a benison.  No  whisoer  did  I hear  against  her  save  the  single 
reference  in  the  letter  from  the  Batanga  Church  people.  All  honor  her. 

It  Will  break  her  heart  to  leave  the  work, which  she  must  do  if  her  brother 
retires.'  The  case  is  not  easy  to  decide.  No  one  questions  that  Dr. Nassau 
is  still  capable  of  doing  much  useful  work.  He  seems  to  be  fairly  vigor- 
ous, energetic  and  enthusiastic.  He  is  now  writing  another  volume  on  the 
folk-lore  of  Africa.  His  bow  is  not  bent  nor  is  his  natural  force  abated. 

I would  there  were  some  way  by  which  he  could  be  kept  at  work  in  the  service 
of  the  Board," 

REPLY:-  "Diplomacy."  Amazing!  I wish  that  I had  some.  I would 
then  not  so  often  get  into  trouble  by  giving  myself  away  in  my  simplicity. 

18.  (Reoort,  cage  62.)  Speaking  of  the  Meeting  with  the  Batanga 
people  in  the  church-building,  to  discuss  their  Letter  of  Complaint  against 
the  missionaries  of  Batanga  Station:  "The  conference  was  a long  and  trying 
one.  Dr.  Nassau  said  nothing.  I was  unable  to  move  the  people  one  iota 
from  the  positions  taken  in  the  letter.’’ 

RBPL^  - Dr.  Nassau  said  nothing."  I was  oresent  during 
'F'ew-Hftiiwteai.  Secretary  Halsey  was  presiding.  I was  in  the  audience. 

It  was  not  my  place  to  keep  order.  (But^had  I remained^the  disorder  of 
that  meeting  would  have  been  controlled.)  Mrs.  Halsey  came  to  the  door. 
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to  toll  tho  Doctor  that  sho  was  going  shopping  to  a certain  trading-chouse. 

I went  to  her.  It  was  not  fitting  that  the  lady  should  go  to  that  place 
alone,  I offered  my  services  as  escort,  and  remained  with  her  until  she 
completed  her  ourchases.  The  meeting  had  broken  up  before  I could  return, 

19*  (Report,  page  69.)  »i  personally  advised  Dr.  Weber  to  wait 
at  Batanga  until  the  arrival  of  the  German  physician.  Under  all  circum- 
stances, while  sympathizing  with  the  Mission  in  its  desire  to  discipline 
the  church,  I feel  it  would  be  unwise  to  leave  Dr.  and  Miss  Nassau  at 
Batanga  without  proper  medical  attendance," 

REPLy:-  "Discipline  the  Church."  The  church,  as  such,  had  done 
no  wrong.  Mission  has  no  control  of  an  ecclesiastical  body;  that  belongs 
to  Presoytery.  Presbytery,  not  the  Mission,  appointed  me  Stated  Supply 
of  the  Batanga  Church. 

20.  (Report,  page  66.)  "This,  altogether  apart  from  the  action 
taken  this  year  regarding  Batanga,  which  is  purely  disciplinary,  and  should 
be  aporoved  irrespective  of  its  bearing  on  the  question  of  the  ultimate 
closing  of  the  Station." 


"Disciplinary",  It  made  a wreck  of  native  faith  in  mission 


ary  truth  and  honor,  at  Batanga  Beach. 

21,  (Reoort,  page  66.)  "If  the  Board  votes  to  accept  the  resigna- 
tion of  Dr,  Nassau,  it  will  involve  undoubtedly  the  withdrawal  of  many 
members  of  the  Batanga  Church.  Nothing  that  Dr,  Nassau  has  said  or  hinted 
leads  me  to  make  this  statement.  It  is  forced  on  me  by  a careful  study 
of  facts, " 
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REPLY:-  True,  Secretary  Halsey  did  "study  the  facts".-  But  he 
failed  to  recognize  one  factor,  viz.,  that  I was  a Christian,  a lover  of 
oeace,  and  that  I preferred  the  unity  of  the  Church  to  my  own  glorification. 
Had  I been  a different  man,  I could  easily  have  left  behind  me  confusion 
and  division  on  my  successor's  hands.  I could  have  influenced  the  members 
to  rebel.  Though  my  successor,  Mr,-  Heminger,  gave  me  no  ministerial 
courtesy  during  the  three  months  of  1906  before  I left  Africa,  I kept  the 
people  quiet,  and  begged  them,  as  my  friends,  to  submit.  They  did.  They 
did  not  "withdraw",  but  not  because  of  any  grace  of  "discipline". 


FINALLY:-  I ask  that  you  send  me  back  to  Africa,  because 


1.  I have  the  health.  No  one  in  the  Mission  has  better  health 


than  I,  even  after  my  forty-five  years  of  life  there.  I remain  there  terms 
of  more  years  than  five  at  a time,  the  while  that  the  other  members  of  the 
Mission  have  asked  for  a limit  of  three  or  four  years. 


2,  I have  less  fever  than  any  other  member  of  the  Mission. 

3.  My  orosoect  of  service  is  good,  though  seventy  years  of  age,  for 


at  least  five,  and  probably  ten  more  years. 

4.  I have  the  language.  Others  know  the  Bulu-Fa^nwe  better  than 
I do»  but^no  one  knows  or  uses  both  the  Benga  and  Mpongwe  as  fluently  as  I, 
3.  I have  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  people. 


6,-  I wish  to  complete  my  own  and  my  sister’s  life-work. 


^9.  -H-  Niinnnini 


oOo 


— HSpe"?!  hml  iiu  oi!  Ltie'  tieiliUiji  i:;  ttf^tlie  & 


/<«?•/ 


r]-:lgioue 

BRUXELLES  I O «; 
(R.  CRaiw^ll^ijg 


) 

J 


y 


A 


ylN. 


X 


ivvc 


-u 


nniT 


wottoe 


6 


me 


3 


223 


1 


ic 


3 


Ec 


&2 


Brussels,  July  23th  1906, 


Rev.  Dr  R.  Hamill  Nassau, 

care  of  the  Congo  Reform  Association, 

Bost  on. 


Sir, 


I have  received  a copy  of  an  article  published 
recently  over  your  name  and  copy  rioted  by  the  American 
■ J ou  m al-  Exam  in  e r 7 

The  article  consists  chiefly  of  an  accusation  of 
cruelty  which  you  make  against  an  officer  of  the  Congo 
Eree  State  whom  you  allege  to  have  beaten  a native  girl 
to  death. 

You  do  not  give  any  names,  nor  dates,  nor  anything 
to  confirm  your  story,  but  the  Air.erioan  public  is  asked 
to  accept  your  statement  on  the  allegation  that  you  are 
a missionajry  and  that  you  have  passed  45  years  in  the 


Congo  Eree  State 


You  will  pardon  me  if  for  such  a serious  charge  I 
demand  serious  confinr^at ion, 

I,  therefore,  ask  that  you  give  me  the  name  of  the 
official  against  whom  you  make  this  charge,  together 
with  place,  date  and  such  other  information  as  you  may 
be  able  to  supply  in  order  that  the  matter  may  be  inves- 
tigated. 

If  you  decline  to  furnish  me  v/ith  this  information, 
it  will  be  evident  to  the  public  that  your  accusa- 
tion is  without  foundation  and  not  made  in  good  faith. 

As  your  name  is  unknovm  to  every  Congo  official 
with  whom  I have  been  able  to  communicate,  I am  compelled 
to  ask  that  you  will  also  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me  how 
long  a time  you  have  actually  passed  in  the  Congo  Tree 
State  and  where  your  mission  was  located. 

I am  sending  a copy  of  this  letter  to  the  "American 
Journal  Examiner"  with  the  request  that  it  be  published 
and  I suggest  that  if  you  have  any  reply  to  make^  you  should 
give  it  the  same  publicity. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Sir, 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 


, Kamenm, Africa. 

Dear  Dr  Nassp’ii  , . 

‘ :;ho 'Id  have  ’written  before  thi3  but  havr.  b- 

7erv  hu.ry.The  r 'VS  of  '/o’lr  si, ster  * s ' dhp^th^'camfej  as  a-  .'.reat  shook  ’ 
to  MS./nd  hp-.v  -V'ih  '^reater  to  '*o;i  her  brother ^jfv  svmjbathv  v/ont 
out  to  V )n  at  on  epO^'ialna  so  shortlv  after  vo>\  left  too.Ue  have,  ’ 
rG.uenhered  in  •oray-'r  vou  and  those  who  ulth  vo  i feci  t’l^  bipu 
as  rel  atives  feel,  the  bio-/  d'irec\r^  o.n  ^ I'eenl  /^ 

Shffc  vas  .-ranted  a -oeriod  of  scr.jjice-  in  this'  conn- 


I 

^dif.rs  'Tc 


‘vhioh  ’vit.  fe-7  arti  b'^rnitted  to  havcoAnd  the  vf^-rs  verc  crov^'-c- 
'd-th  acts  of  devhjhon  and  love.^e  can  onlv.  thijkl^^  of  her  and  h^r 
workhvith  love  anpreGiation«She  is  nov/ itt  ■' |e  full  fru'.tion. 
■o"X.. heir*',  reyard:'  '-Irfl 

. ' t-'y.  ■ 


- r .. 

' ^ mmm  ^ ■ ,b, 

aO^den 's  .return  tabes  fronP 


of  the,  d*' ■ ladles  f]rom  'ienlto  ha 

■ i,  ■ ■ - ■ . 

-r* ' 1 have  none  o.|  them,  th  us  at  the  annual  ‘ 

The  ornblonns  ..v-i  I not  be  ai  iule  suusvThev' necf 

any ' mivS.'idon  nentin  ; T have  attended  but  vc  /i  ’ 

in  - of  the  ooiril  that  v;lil  .smooth  our  differp 

vhat  is  the  ■n.]\  4f  Ood,.-. 

nanrer  an^  I are  .just  .fair.3 

drcn  are  do  n--;  v|  veil,  the  baby  and  ‘[arraret 

XD’ected  to  be  in  America,-th 


?7j  . 


ffeld  tt'.e  last 


( 


chilc^ren  could  b 
better  than  she  ■ 


p been  for  .some  timo  past. 


in:  resi-^ned  ve 
'tin::  t'lis  '-^ear. 
r have  'b:en  in 
hopG,  for  a hhoss- 
ces  and  show  us 

'velKbut  our  chil- 
are  as^.y;;!  as 
:i Idro'^  ■»’ s much 


2 


sf'e  are  naving  a sustained  interest  in  the  work 
la  and  about  filat.A  few  weeks  a['o  I announced  a special  serTlot 
for  aen  and  the  house  was  paoked.The  followlni  the  orov;d 

was  earen  larger •Ihea  the  sohoolboys  came  back  I anticipated  a Jam 
and  arranged  for  an  overflow  servloe*It  .vas  well  that  I did, Our  new 
church  has  only  about  half  the  roof  on  itjhut  it  served  for  the 
overflow  aeetin^j.'i'he  sohooi-nouse  wiera  we  have  been  having  our 
is  not  lar.;e  anou  *h  for  a big  crowd. 

Almost  ail  the  people  were  oit  to  Sund ly-sohcol 
There  were  15  classes, 14  taught  by  natives.The  classes  of  sohool- 
boys were  seyarat*  froa  those  who  caiae  froa  the  towns.There  were 
312  school  boys  ari  536  from  the  towns  a total  648  in  the 
Sunday  school  .Soa©^  came  later  to  ohuroh,  not  a g)reat  number  out 
enough  to  make  thej attenHanoe  over  856  which  was  the  attendance 
at  t.'id  organhsatlct  of  the  ohuroh  and  seoond  anl/  to  the  jam 

^ I 

over  1500  which  grpeted  Dr.  Halsey, 

The  inquirers  keep  coming  to  oonf^'ss  Chriat.It 
would  seem  strange  to  have  the  hour  between  the  jjiornln{i;  service 
azid  dinner  pass  without  some  inquirers  to  counsel  .Except  for 
thi  time  during  t.  e small-pox  quarantine  every  Sunday  this  year 
has  had  Its  seekeia  sometimes  as  many  as  a dozBn^ 

ffltljout  urging  too  the  oaii  to  the  ministry  is  be- 
ing heard.Flve  priulaing  young  men  haws  during  the  year  declar- 


ed themselves  as 
Just  asked  prayer 


andidates  for  the  ministry, and  another  has 
that  he  may  be  rightly  guided  In  the  satter. 


let 


) 


CONGO  reform  association. 


E.  p.  MOREL, 
HON.  SSCRETARV. 


September  12th  1906 


Dear  Sir, 


I am  ranch  obliged  -for  your  favor  of  the  22nd  ult.  , 


When  I read  your  published  remrVs,  I wondered  where  you  had  got 
them  from.  Certainly  they  were  not  in  any  of  my  publications, 


both  know  that  these  things  take  place 


I,  ho»vef , send  you  a copy  of  the  "Evidence  placed  before  the 


Commission  of  Inquiry”,  which  gives  incidents  quite  as  bad  as 


this 


Many  thanks  for  what  you  are  doing 


Yours  sincerely, 


■p.S.  I see  that  Whlteley  is  now  in  Brussels  and  has  been  lunching 
with  the  King,  together  with  a number  of  Roman  Catholic  Prelates 
and  high  Congo  Officials. 

Pev.R.H. Nassau, 

Presbyterian  Hospital, 

51  North  Thirty-Ninth  St, 

PHILADELPHIA*. 
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/(=>  f:} 


y A. 


the  mis-statements  of  Secretary  Halsey's  Report  having  been  on  their  minds 


for  so  many  months  unanswered.  They  insisted  on  accepting  my  resignation; 

/.y 

and  it  was  finally  sent  to  me  <in  the  of  December,  My  friend, 

Rev.  Charles  R.  Srdman,  D.D.,  notified  me  of  it,  in  a letter  dated  December 


as  follows:- 


"The  Board  took  action  to-day,  much  in  the  line  you  supposed;  yet, 


as  they  hoped,  in  such  a way  as  to  vindicate  your  character.  The  Resolution 
will  be  forwarded  to  you.  It  expresses  all  confidence  in  your  integrity 
of  Christian  character;  and  it  was  explicitly  stated  that  every  inquiry 
addressed  to  the  Board  should  be  answered  'in  the  terms  of  this  resolution.* 
All  expressions  were  most  kindly;  all  sooke,  who  made  reference,  only  in 


oraise  and  sympathy.  You  know  that  you  are  only  the  dearer  to  your  true 
friends.  They  are  glad  you  are  to  be  nearer  home,  and  are  to  be  free  from 
the  unkindness  which  has  been  shown  you,  and  might  await  you  in  Africa. 

With  the  very  best  wishes, 

Cordially, 

Chas.  R.  Erdman. " 

On  December  4,  1906,  came  official  notice  of  the  action  of  the 
Board,  in  a letter  from  Secretary  Brown,  of  date  December  d: - 

"At  a meeting  of  the  Board  this  afternoon,  the  Committee  on  Africa 
and  the  Executive  Council  presented  the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted. 

"We  have  carefully  considered  the  resignation  of  the  Rev,  Robert  H. 


Nassau,  D.O.,  oresented  to  the  West  Africa  Mission,  February  21,  1901?,  and 
transmitted  by  that  body  to  the  Board,  with  its  judgment  thereon.  We  recom- 
mend that  the  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  he  be  given  a retiring 


/ 9^.  S'. 


allowanoe  from  this  date.  The  Committee  and  Council  wish  to  place  on 
record  their  appreciation  of  Dr.  Nassau’s  long  and  eminent  service.  Going 
to  Africa  in  1861,  he  has  labored  with  single-hearted  and  self-sacrificing 
devotion.  He  has  done  much  and  suffered  much  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 

We  assure  him  of  our  high  personal  regard,  our  confidence  in  his  Christian 
character,  and  our  cordial  hope  that^in  his  declining  years  in  the  home-land, 
he  may  enjoy  that  quiet  opportunity  for  literary  work,  for  which  he  is  so 
richly  qualified,  and  which  he  has  so  long  desired  to  do. 

"Dr.  Krdman,  who  was  present,  will  probably  tell  you  of  the  very 
satisfactory  statement  made  by  Dr.  Dennis,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  in 
oresenting  this  Report,  a statement  which  lid  justice  to  your  position 
and  motivss," 

I have  never  inquired  as  bo  which  membej^c^^  the  Board  were  present 
at  that  meetlTt^^  nor  whether  the  vote  jyarS'  unanimous. 

During  the  that  date,  most  of  the  laymen,  whose 

animosity  forced  me  out^pf^he  have  themselves  left  it,  for 

various  reasons;  >«Tf"three  others,  still  iri"f}te-4^ssion,  have  bold  me  that 
they  regre^i^^d  their  vote,  and  are  my  sincere  friends. 

— +fr"  N ASSAcIv 
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RETURN  AFTER  FIVE  DAYS  TO 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

166  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK. 


ihe  Rev 


Robert  H.  Nassau,  D.D., 
1515  V/allace  3treet, 
Philadelphia , 


l^enna 


CABLE  address: 

“inculcate,’'  new  YORK 
FoREicN  Missions  code 
A.  B.  C.  Code.  4th  Edition 


The  Board  op  foreign  Missions 


of  the 


Presbyterian  Church  in  the  u.  S.  A. 


Madison  square  branch 
P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


156  Fifth  Avenue 
new  YORK 


Office  of  secretary 


Decemller  3rd,  19C6 


The  Rev.  Robert  h.  Nassau,  D., 


1515  ■yVallace  Gt.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


My  dear  Dr.  Nassau: - 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  this  afternoon,  the  Com- 


mittee cn  .c'.frica;  and  the  Executive  Council  presented  the  following 

I 

report  which  was  adopted:  I 


7/e  hsve  carefully  considered  the  rei^ignation  of  the  Rev. 


Robert  H.  Nassau,  D.  D.,  presented  to  the  west  :,;if rica  Mission  February 
21,  19C5,  and  transmitted  by  that  body  to  the  Board  with  its  judgment 
thereon.  '.Ve  recommend  that  the  resignation  be  accepted  end  that  he  be 
given  a retiring  allowance  equivalent  to  one  y«>ar's  home  allowance 
from  this  date.  The  Committee  and  Council  wisl|i  to  place  on  record 
their  appreciation  of  Dr.  Nassau's  long  and  eminent  service.  Going 
to  Africain  1861,  he  h»s  labored  with  single-hearted  and  self-sacrific- 
ing devotion,  lie  has  done  much  and  suffered  much  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 
We  assure  him  of'  our  high  personal  regard,  our  confidence  in  his 
Christian  character  and  our  cordial  hope  that  in  his  declininjg  years 
in  the  home-land  he  may  enjoy  that  quiet  opportunity  for  literary  work 
for  which  he  is  so  richly  qualified  and  kMbs  which  he  has  sc  long  de- 
sired to  do.” 


Dr.  Erdman,  who  was  present,  will  probably  tell  you  of  the 


very  satisfactory  statement  made  by  Dr.  Dennis,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  in  presenting  this  report,  a statement  which  did  justice 
to  your  position  and  motives. 


I wish  to  assure  you,  my  dear  Doctor,  of  our  deep  interest 


in  you.  I trust  you  will  feel  that  this  interest  will  continue  and 
that  you  will  always  be  a welcome  visitor  at  our  offices.  It  is  in  my 
heart  to  write  at  greater  length,  but  I want  to  get  this  letter  off 
this  evening  and  I am  obliged  to  dictate  very  hurriedly  at  the  close 

of  the  Board's  Meeting. 


Cordially  yours, 


/ 4 


n=i^ 


Pt^  J '"  ^Cc-ey-k  ^=-4- 
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^/ic,^^  ^ ^ /fe<. 

cy1^ZtZ-^r,-C^  ^ <-cX^I_y:?-»^  ^ r^-^-i^  <-«^<-/-»-»^^*t-^<^~  '^''^r-O-t-tyC— 

/feicic,  <i-^'=’i--t-''^-c-'^-.r  ^ 4-«/“y»-t-£.-^^  y«-^  <sr>-c.C^ 

c^-fc-e^  ^?y-*_^.«--e.'^»— «.  « ^^-*-t_-^  r2.je — *—t-c 
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THE  BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

or  TBB 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AAIERICA 


0«  OTUAIIT  DODO*.  O.D.,  MBOIOBN 

DARrBr  O.  OI^INa  TBKASlrBBH 


156  Fifth  Avbhhk,  Nhw  York 


L -c.  Clsl»  TOCC. 


vHA«t.ae  z..  TSOMreoN,  b.b.,  aBoaBTABT 
^OBF  DIBOMa  OaDaa  ABBOOIATB  MBOBBTABT 
^OeaPB  BRNBST  MOArCBa  AOSOOIATB  BaoBBTABV 


liev.  rtObort  i!.  r*'»ss:iu,  '',L.  , 

15T5  ‘..'Mllace  street, 

My  doi^r  Zr»  Massau:- 

lours  o'’  O cembor  fourteenth  came  duly  and  has  hevr.  carofiilly 
considered,  t]\e  service  of  such,  a veteran  in  mission  vor’:  as  you  are  o-i^ht  tc 
be  very  vulual-le  somewhore.  hut  I regret  to  say  there  does  not  seo.n  to  be  any 
Oi-ening  a«  the  i-reseni.  time  iri  Cube.  All  tlie  stations  th^re  that  v.-e  have 

O’^ened  are  Tinr.ned  or.d  »e  do  rot  seem  tc  have  any  new  ones  pressed  u^cn  us  just 
now. 

I 

is  no  oj-enin^  in  Tortc  liico  either.  A .rosiectiv« 
one  i-here  is  at  aan  v uan  hut  we  ore  in  conference  with  a jjour.r 
that. 


man  concernin.^ 


notv.'ilhsl  ai.dii  ^ \CA\r 
any  service  that  requii 
it  would  he  better  for 


ddi'f  icn  to  that  we  i‘/ould  seriously ''^oubt  whether, 
t-sent  strength,  it  v.culd  be  wise  '’or  you  to  enter  into 


I should  tl^inh 


as  the  learning  of  a new  lan^uu^e. 

j^ou  to  fall  hack  on  An-lish  ^or  the  years  that  remain, 
you  a yy  CbristmiiS  nnd  hev/  ytjar,  and  bc'^in'* 

I ' * w 

that  v-hen  you  are  in  th:»  city  you  '"'ll  r'ln  in  on  me  sonetiPjL,  I an. 


liver  fraternally  yg^s . 


jecretary . 


f 


D*  STUART  UODOBi  D.D.i  PliRetDBf^T 
BADVaT  O.  Ot#2K«  TaBABuaaB 


THE  BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 


or  TH« 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
156  Fifth  Avbntth,  Nbw  Yobk 


Jan.  8th,  1907. 


OBABC^a  Z..  TBOMPeOK.  O.O..  eEOHBTABT 
jomt  DUEON.  DU>..  AaaOOlATB  eSOBBTABT 
ZOBBPB  CBNSeT  MO  ABBBi  ABBOOIATB  aBOBBTABV 


Rev,  R.  Hamill  Nassau,  D,D. , 

1515  Wallace  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 
ly^y  dear  Dr,  Nassau: - 

Yours  of  December  twenty-sixth  came  duly.  Dear  doctor,  I meant 
what  I said  - there  is  no  vacancy  at  the  present  time  in  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico  except,  as 
I indicated,  the  possible  one  at  San  Juan.  And  in  the  second  place,  we  are  full  of 
doubts  v/hether  at  your  age  it  would  be  advisable  to  undertake  the  study  of  a new 
language  with  the  expectation  of  preaching  in  it.  For  those  two  reasons  we  did  not 
see  our  way  clear  to  avail  ourselves  of  your  kind  offer  of  service.  But  you  surely 
have  years  of  service  in  you  yet  in  the  tongue  that  is  familiar  to  you,  and 
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THE  WHr.'E  HOJSE 
OP^;ClAL  BUSINESS 

PENALTY  FOR  PRIVATE  USE  $ 300 


Mr*  Robert  H*  Nabsau, 


424  West  Chetten  Avenue, 


Cennaiito’.'m,  Phil  a 


P.  •2-0' 


7 . W \ \ \ 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


October  20.  1908. 


My  dear  Sir: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instimt  1 be^; 
to  say  that  the  President  has  so  far  completed  his 
plans  for  the  trip  you  mention  that  he  will  not  be 
able  to  avail  himself  of  your  services. 

Thanking  you  for  v/riting,  I am, 

Very  truly  yours, 


Vr,  Robert  H.  Nassau, 

424  West  Chetten  Avenue, 

Cermanto’Arn,  Phila.,  Pa. 


Crernr^^town, 

V 


Philadelphia, 

Pa. 


iJilJ 


The  Superior  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 

Judges'  Chambers 

Bellefonte,  Penn' a., 

Nov.  2nd,  1003. 

Rev.  Or.  F.  Hanill  Nassau, 

424  T7.  Ohelten  Avenue,  GermantoTrn,  Pa., 

My  dear  Poo tor:- 

Your  letter  of  the  Slot  ult.  just  received, 
I have  great  x^lsasure  in  endorsing  you  for  nember- 
ship  in  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  herewith 
enclose  the  paper  with  ny  signature.  I have  no 
doubt  the  blanks  will  be  forwarded  to  you  at  once. 

With  all  good  wishes, 


T*0,  


Verv  cordial 
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